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he turned up again, begging to be allowed to march with the
regiment!"
It is true that some difficulties arose.    It had been in-
tended to raise two battalions: one of mountaineers, and one
of Urmi men.   The latter, however (owing to the mistaken
advice of some foreign friends), demanded impossible con-
ditions of service; while the mountain men declared their
readiness to go anywhere, if only they had British officers
to lead them.   The double battalion was raised, in con-
sequence, of the mountain men alone.   Then Petros Agha,
who was now describing himself as the " Commander-in-
Chief of the Assyrian Army," demanded as of right that any
contingent raised should be under his orders, with such
British officers to assist him as he judged expedient.   When
this modest demand was refused, he began intriguing against
the project, till it became necessary to shepherd him gently
out of the camp, and suggest Baghdad (or India) as his
residence in future.    The force was raised however, and the
little campaign that became necessary against the Kurds
in the summer of 1919 gave these hillmen an opportunity of
getting as near to their own conception of heaven as some
of them are ever likely to get, for they were given good
rifles and good leaders, and a real chance of a slap at their
hereditary enemiesv!
Experienced judges were loud in praise of their marching
and fighting capacities, though admitting that they were
" a trifle indiscriminate" at times. " Those Assyrians
have got into it quick/' said the G.O.C. on one occasion,
noting how quickly the men opened fire in their advance
up a hill they had been ordered to clear of the enemy.
" Oh no, sir/' said an A.D.C., who had experience of the
creature; " I'll bet what you like it's a pig they are firing
at!" He did them but a small injustice; it was a bear and
not a boar; but having finished him, they cleared the hill.
<f How did the Assyrians really do in the fighting?" asked
a British officer of a Subadar of the Gurkhas with whom
they were brigaded. " Why did you not give us the same
fountain sandals that they wear ?" came the answer. " Then